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PETITION TO WAIVE OR REDUCE EXTENSION FEE 

Sir: 

This Petition is being filed together with an RCE for the Application referred to above. 
The RCE is in further response to an Office Action mailed 15 December 2003. The Office 
Action Summary for this Office Action indicated that it was non-final in nature (by checking box 
2b), and set a shortened statutory period for reply of three months. 

An Amendment in Response to the Office Action was prepared in time for filing by the 
three month deadline, 15 March 2004. At that time, it was acknowledged that the Conclusion on 
page 10 of the Office Action indicated it was final in nature. In an abundance of caution, 
Applicant filed the Amendment by mail addressed to Mail Stop AF, and asked in the Remarks if 
a clarification of the nature of the Office Action could be provided. 

Having received no clarification (or other response), on or about 9 June 2004, the 
undersigned telephoned the Examiner in an attempt to ascertain the status of the Application. 
During that teleconference, the Examiner indicated that the Office Action was to be considered 
final and that an Advisory Action had been mailed the day before. 



Applicant respectfully notes that the Advisory Action (which has now been received) 
states only that the previously-filed Amendment would not be entered because new issues were 
raised requiring additional consideration and/or search. The Examiner indicated that a 
significant portion of the delay was due to the fact that the Amendment had only recently been 
forwarded to him for review. 

In light of these facts, that Applicant initially believed the Office Action to be non-final 
in nature, that an Amendment was filed by the shortened-statutory deadline, and that no 
Advisory Action confirming either the nature or status of the Amendment was mailed until 
almost three months later, Applicant respectfully requests that the Fee for Extension of time be 
waived or, in the alternative, reduced to a smaller amount deemed necessary by the 
Commissioner under the circumstances. 
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